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Good day!

My name is Maleah Ivie, and I am honored to serve as the Americanism Chairman for 2026. I
would love to see more units participate in the Americanism Essay Contest this year. While the
official prompt for 2026 has not yet been released, now is a great time to start planning how to
engage the youth in your community.

Here are a few suggestions to help your unit get started:

« Set an Annual Plan: Choose a consistent date each year to present essay contest
information to local schools and homeschool networks. Our unit aims to have materials
distributed by January 30, with essays due to Department by March 18.

« Build Reliable School Contacts: Establish direct relationships with teachers—especially
English and Social Studies teachers—rather than relying solely on administrative staff
to forward materials.

« Use Both Digital and Hard Copies: Deliver a printed copy of the contest rules to each
teacher and follow up with an emailed version. Be sure to include a cover page
outlining your unit’s local deadline, contact information, and any incentives or
prizes you plan to offer.

« Promote Online: If your unit has a social media presence, post the essay prompt and
contact information on your Facebook page or other platforms once it becomes
available.

These are just a few ideas to get you started—please tailor your approach to what works best for
your unit. One size doesn’t fit all!

Wishing you a wonderful fall season. I look forward to working with you this year!
Warm regards,

Maleah Ivie
Americanism Chairman, 2026



